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I wish all of the members 
of our North America District 
temples a Happy New Year.  
Also, on behalf of our staff, 
I wish to thank you for your 
guidance and support during 
the previous year.  We hope 
that the New Year brings much 
happiness and meaning to you 
and your family.

Last year, on August 27 
and 28, we were given the 
opportunity to host the 12th 
World Dōbō Gathering at the 
Hilton Los Angeles Universal 
City Hotel and at the Los 
Angeles Betsuin.  We had 
over 300 participants from 
Japan, Hawaii, South America, 
and from our North America 
district temples.  Although 
such a big undertaking 
requires a lot of planning 
and many people to succeed, 
through the support we 

received from our temples and 
our members, it turned out to 
be a resounding success.  We 
thank you for your guidance, 
your support, and your 
participation.

2016 also marked the 
completion of the inaugural 
Dharma Seeds program in 
which representatives from 
our temples participated 
in retreats and seminars for 
over two years.  In addition to 
participating in those events, 
the members worked with 
their ministers to serve their 
temples in various capacities.  
In addition, we were able to 
have our Overseas District 
Abbot Choyū Ōtani come 
again to officiate at the Los 
Angeles Betsuin HOONKO 
Service that was held on 
November 13.

We wish to take this 
opportunity to thank all of 
you for your support and 
participation in all of the 
district’s activities.  We ask 
for your continued support 
during 2017 as well.

At our office in Los 
Angeles, in addition to the 
North America District office, 

we also have the Shinshu 
Center of America which is 
the educational arm of our 
English-speaking districts.  
It’s role is to disseminate the 
Shin Buddhist teachings not 
only to our members but to 
anyone who is interested.  A 
major part of that work is to 
publish books on our teaching 
in English primarily in the form 
of digital publishing or what 
are called eBooks.  Currently 
we have books being sold on 
Kindle which is the bookshop 
on the Amazon website.  The 
six presently available are A 
Thinking Person’s Guide to 
Shin Buddhism, The Art of 
Listening: A Buddhist Guide 
to Happiness, A Portrait of 
Shinran: As Presented in 
Kakunyo’s Three Classics, The 
Life and Thought of Shinran 
Shōnin: He Who Walked the 
Path Before Us, and also 
3 books in paper format, 
December Fan (Writings of 
Manshi Kiyozawa), and 2 of the 
3 book graphic novel series, 
The Seeker: The Life Story of 
Shinran Shōnin, volumes 2 
and 3 (vol. 1 will be reprinted 
in the near future).  These 
can be ordered through our 
office.  The Kindle books 
are all available for the very 
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Bombu (böm’bü) means “foolish being,” filled with passions, emotions and shortcomings.  
To be bombu is to be human. According to priest Shinran, we are all bombu.
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 MARCH TOBAN  
(Toban #2) Eiko Iwata, 

Connie Morita, Toyoko Araki, 
Nina Costales, Jane Fujii, Anna 
Hightower, Alice Horio, Shirley 

Imai, Tazuko Jitosho, Chidori 
Kubota, Yukari McCarthy, Karen 
Morioka, Nina Rizzo, Christine 
Sullivan, Tomiko Tanigawa, 
Lorraine Yoshikawa

SSHOTSUKI MEMORIAL 
SERVICE  

Families observing a Shotsuki 
monthly memorial service for 
loved ones on March 12 are 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Date Day   Time    Event

1  Wednesday  12:30 p.m. Mah Jong

4   Saturday  9:00 a.m. Food preparation

5  Sunday  7:00 a.m. Food Bazaar preparation

    10:00 a.m. Family Service/Dharma School

    12—5 p.m. SPRING FOOD BAZAAR

12 Sunday  2:00 a.m. Daylight Savings begins 

    10:00 a.m. Shotsuki/Dharma School (India presentation)

    11:30 a.m. India slide presentation

15  Wednesday  12:30 p.m. Mah Jong

16  Thursday  7:00 p.m. Bazaar planning meeting

18   Saturday  7:00 p.m. Concord Howakai

19   Sunday  10:00 a.m. Spring Higan service (speaker:dii Lewis)

    1:00 p.m. Kokusei-kai shigin meeting

    2:00 p.m. Private memorial service 

21   Tuesday  7:30 p.m. Temple board meeting

26  Sunday  8:00  a.m. WBA casino trip

    10:00 a.m. Pet Memorial/Family Service/Dharma School

    2:00 p.m. All Together Now music 

31  Friday   10:00 a.m. District ministers meeting (Los Angeles)

April 
2 Sunday  10:00 a.m. Shotsuki/family service 

8  Saturday  5:00 p.m.  Hanamido altar decorating

9  Sunday  10:00 a.m. HANAMATSURI Buddha’s Birthday Service

 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 2017

(Continued on page 3)
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Kurahara, Kaneko, Yoshii, Fujii, 
Fujikawa, Moriyama, Asazawa, 
Shinoda, Sasaki, Suzuki, & P. 
Yokota families. We hope you will 
attend this service.

SPRING FOOD BAZAAR 
Our Spring food bazaar will 

be held on Sunday, March 5 from 
noon to 5 p.m., sponsored by the 
Women’s Buddhist Association 
and the Adult Buddhist 
Association.  Enjoy delicious 
Japanese food for lunch, early 
dinner or takeout at this annual 
fundraiser and community 
event. Please also come help on 
Saturday from 9 a.m., Sunday 
from 7 a.m. and throughout the 
day. 
*Members and Supporters 
-- please don’t forget your 
baked goods and check the 
calendar for preparation times. 
Remember to invite your 
friends!   Thank you.

ENCORE PRESENTATION 
By special request on 

March 12 immediately after 
the shotsuki service, Rev. Ken 
again will show pictures of his 
trip to India, featuring Buddhist 
historical sites, including 
the place where the Buddha 
attained enlightenment. The 
presentation will be from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the social 
hall. Everyone welcome.

SPRING HIGAN SERVICE 
The spring equinox “Higan” 

Service will be held on March 19 
at 10 a.m. Higan commemorates 
the Spring equinox, when day 
and night are equal lengths for 
just one day, expressing the truth 
of impermanence. Our guest 
speaker Mr. Dii Lewis, a musician 
and songwriter, will once again 
play for us his original Buddhist 
gathas and songs. Mr. Lewis is a 
member of the Berkeley Buddhist 
Temple. Please join us for this 

special service.

PET MEMORIAL SERVICE 
A “pet memorial” service will 

be held on March 26. It is said 
that animals, as well as humans, 
surrounded the Buddha when he 
passed away, symbolizing how 
they also are a part of the Buddha 
Dharma. Bring a picture or 
drawing of your pet, along with 
your memories to this special 
service.

HANAMATSURI SERVICE 
 On Sunday April 9, a 

Hanamatsuri Buddha’s Birthday 
service will be held at our temple. 
Hanamatsuri is our most festive 
service that includes special 
activities and lunch. Please come 
to this special service, enjoy a 
skit from our Dharma school 
and lunch afterwards. Shotsuki 
service will be April 2. 

(Continued from page 2)

BIG THANK YOUS TO THE FOLLOWING

Eitaikyo Service Chairperson: Jimmy Kihara, refreshments: Women’s Buddhist Association 

Dharma seeds breakfast Nina Rizzo, Joey Deschenes, Anna Hightower, Mike Yatabe, Irving Yamashita, Alice 
Horio

Thank you everyone for your donations, time, energy and support. Because of you, our temple exists for us 
and for future generations. Help us by calling or emailing the temple if names are inadvertently omitted from 
acknowledgements or donations. Domo arigato gozaimashita!

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Temple Activities
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Credits:
This is a publication of the Berkeley Higashi Honganji. Please contact Rev. Ken Yamada at 1524 Oregon Street, Berkeley, CA 94703. 510-843-6933. 
www.bombu.org. ken_yamada@rocketmail.com. Newsletter design by Kevin Sullivan

affordable price of $2.99 each.  
We encourage you to purchase 
and read these books on our 
Shin Buddhist tradition.

The work of our temples, 
the North America District, 
and the Shinshu Center of 
America can only proceed and 
succeed with your support 
and encouragement.  We ask, 
therefore, for your continued 
guidance and support of the 
important work of sharing the 
teaching of the Nenbutsu with 
your family and friends. 

 
Listening to Dharma

 
By Chōyū Ōtani 
Overseas District Abbot, 
Shinshū Ōtani-ha (Higashi 
Honganji)

(Continued from page 1)

To all of our fellow 
followers in the overseas 
districts, I wish you well in 
the coming year. It is with 
great pleasure that I can share 
the joy of welcoming this 
year together with you as a 
member of the sangha.

Last year, in comparison 
to past years, there were 
more opportunities to listen 
to the Dharma together with 
you in the overseas districts. 

There was the 12th World 
Dōbō Gathering held in the 
North America District in 
the summer, and the 750th 
Memorial for Shinran Shōnin 
held in the Hawaii District in 
conjunction with the Hawaii 
Betsuin Centennial in the fall, 
in addition to the Hōonkō 
Services in each district. I 
sincerely appreciated those 
precious opportunities. I 
especially enjoyed meeting 
with our fellow followers 
from all overseas districts 
at the Gathering in Los 
Angeles together with many 
participants from Japan. Those 
experiences have deepened 
my appreciation of how 
inconceivable the working of 
the Light of Amida is in uniting 
us beyond the boundaries of 
nationality and language.

(Continued on page 5)
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I have come to feel that 
it is the responsibility of us 
Shinshū followers living in 
this modern society who have 
fortunately encountered this 
rare teaching to share the 
joy of the encounter with 
people around the world. I 
am convinced that only in the 
sharing of the teaching can 
we help to find rays of hope 
amidst the dark clouds of the 
world we live in.

Shandao, one of the Seven 
Patriarchs, expresses in one of 
his works as follows:

 
“We vow to give equally to all 
people around the world,  
 
This joy of encountering the 
teaching,

 
Together to realize our 
innermost aspiration to become 
a buddha,

 
And to awaken to the spirit 
of the Land of Peace and 
Happiness created by Amida 
Buddha."

I conclude my message by 
expressing my wish that each 
of us will be awakened to the 
vow of the Tathāgata. Thank 
you.

 
Greetings

 
By Bishop Hiroshi Tajima 
Chief Administrator, Shinshū 
Ōtani-ha (Higashi Honganji)

I wish to extend my 
warmest greetings to all of you 
in the overseas districts.

My name is Hiroshi Tajima 
and I have been assigned as 
Chief Administrator of the 
Shinshū Ōtani-ha as of the 
end of last year. Since we 
have finished the renovation 
project of the buildings at the 
Shinshū Honbyō by observing 
the Commemoration Service 
of the Completion of the 
Renovation in November 
last year, we must now move 
ahead towards the 850th 
Anniversary of Shinran 
Shōnin’s Birth which will be 
celebrated together with 
the 800th Anniversary of the 
Establishment of Jōdo Shinshū 
in 2023. As the new Chief 
Administrator, I will carry on 
the wish of the former Bishop 
Kōi Sato’o, who strongly 
encouraged us to open up 
a new horizon for our entire 
denomination in preparation 
for those major events. I realize 
the huge responsibility I have 
just assumed. I wish to ask all 
of you in our overseas districts 
for your continued support of 
our denomination.

 

I asked myself, “What 
is the spirit of the Shinshū 
Ōtani-ha?” My response was 
that it is the aspiration to 
create a sangha based on the 
teaching of the nenbutsu, 
just as Shinran Shōnin 
expressed in the postscript 
of the Kyōgyōshinshō, “Those 
who are born earlier guide 
the succeeding generations 
and those who are born later 
learn from those who precede 
them.”

Right at this moment, 
there are always intensifying 
conflicts in areas around the 
world. Those conflicts are 
caused by such attitudes as 
self-justification, and placing 
blame on others. As long 
as our minds are bound by 
differences in nationality, 
culture, and religion, those 
horrible incidents will never 
subside. Because we live in 
such a world, it is even more 
important for us to revive 
the spirit of the nenbutsu 
sangha where anyone can live 
together in mutual respect as 
fellow travelers beyond any 
boundaries.

I sincerely wish that 
all of us will deepen our 
appreciation of each other 
as members of the sangha 
walking the broad path to 
Buddhahood together this 
year.

In closing, I wish to ask for 
your continued support and 
cooperation. Thank you.

(Continued from page 4)
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BERKELEY HIGASHI HONGANJI
1524 OREGON STREET, BERKELEY

SUSHI – TERIYAKI CHICKEN – UDON
CURRY RICE – PASTRIES – CRAFTS
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   Date:  Sunday, March 26, 2017 
   
   Time: Gather at church from 7:30 am; depart 8:00 am  
      1524 Oregon Street, Berkeley 94703 
 
   Playing time: 6 hours 
   
   Return: Leave at 4:45 pm; approximate return 7:00 pm 
 
   Cost: $29.00 per person (includes bingo and driver’s tip) 
 
   Receive: $15.00 slot credit and $5.00 food coupon 
 
    Picture ID needed for player’s card to redeem coupons. 

Join the Higashi Honganji WBA for one day to:                   

                                               Red Hawk Casino 
                           Folsom, CA                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

                  
  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
- 

         Sign me up for Red Hawk!  Deadline: Saturday, March 18, 2017. 
 
Name(s): ____________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone No: (______)________________________________________  
 
No. of guests (______) x $29.00 = $_______________________________ 
 
Please make checks out to Higashi Honganji W.B.A. and send to: 
      
                Eiko Iwata, 2530 Simas Avenue, Pinole, CA  94564  

                                       
                    Home: (510) 222-0919    Cell: (510) 367-2077 
        Rev. 1/27/17 
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バークレー東本願寺会報
２０１7 年 3 月号

3月お寺の行事予定

５日（日） 午前７時  フードバザー準備

　　　　　　 午前１０時  家族礼拝・ダルマスクール

  正午～午後５時 フードバザー

１２日（日） 午前１０時  祥月、ダルマスクール

１５日（水） 午後１２時３０分 麻雀教室

１8日（土） 午後７時  コンコード法話会

19日（日） 午前１０時  彼岸会法要／ダルマスクール

２１日（火）   午後７時３０分 仏教会定例理事会

２６日（日） 午前１０時  家族礼拝

４月2日 午前１０時  祥月、ダルマスクール

４月９日 午前１０時  花祭り法要

3月婦人会当番:  岩田栄子、 森田カーニー、 荒木とよ子、 Nina Costales, 藤井 Jane, Hightower  
アンナ,  堀尾アリス、 今井シャーリ、 地頭所多鶴子, くぼた ちどり、 McCarthyゆかり, 森岡カーレン、 
Nina Rizzo, Christine Sullivan、 谷川富子よしかわLorraineの諸夫人。（敬称略）

祥月法要: 今月の祥月法要：１２日（日）午前１０時より勤められます。今月の施主は倉原、金子、
吉井、藤井、森山、浅沢、篠田、佐々木、藤川、横田の諸家です

フードバザー: 恒例の婦人会主催による「春のフードバザー」が３月５日（日）正午より午後５時 
まで催されます。チキン照り焼き、うどん、カレーライス、巻きずしなど美味しい食品を準備して 
お待ちしています。お知り合いの方々にお勧め下さい。

彼岸法要: 春の彼岸会法要が３月１９日（日）午前１０時より勤められます。お誘い合わせお参り
下さい。
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 年頭の挨拶
開教司教　大　谷　暢　裕

海外に住まう全ての同朋の皆さまに年始のご挨拶を申し 

上げます。

ともに新たな年を迎えられたことを心よりお慶び申し上げます。

さて、昨年は毎年の各開教区別院報恩講に加え、夏には北米で

の世界同朋大会、秋にはハワイ御遠忌法要（兼別院設立100周年

記念法要）と、例年以上に皆さんと聞法できる場をいただけた 

ことを、心よりうれしく思っております。特に世界同朋大会において、

日本でご縁をいただいたたくさんの方々と、ともにアメリカの地で 

３開教区の皆さまと交流できたことは、本当に素晴らしい経験で 

した。今さらながら、国や言葉の壁を超え、阿弥陀仏のみ光をともに喜ぶ場に出遇えたご縁の 

不思議さを感じずにおられません。

様々な違いを超えて、遇いがたきこのみ教えに出遇えた私たちが、改めて今この時代社会から 

求められているのは、この喜びをさらに世界中の方々と共有していくことではないかと改めて 

感じます。そこにこそ、この悲劇の時代と表現するしかない世界の中で、一筋の光明を見いだす 

端緒があるのではないでしょうか。

「願わくは　一切世界の人々と　この出会いの喜びを　皆平等に分かち合い　ともに仏になる

心発して　阿弥陀みほとけの　安楽国に生れ　生きてはたらく身とならん」。私たち一人ひとりに 

呼びかけられる如来からの声に、すべての人々が開かれていくことを心より願い、年頭の挨拶と 

させていただきます。

本年もよろしくお願い申し上げます。



Berkeley Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple
1524 Oregon Street 
Berkeley, CA 94703
U.S.A.

Address Correction Requested

GRATITUDE
“Gratitude on the conventional level is a response to favors, kindness, and good fortune received 

from others, but gratitude on the religious level is an affirmation of the gift of life itself, whether we 
are young or old, poor or wealthy, in good health or bad, living all alone or surrounded by loved 
ones.

“The ultimate expression of gratitude as well as repentence, is saying the Name, Namu Amida 
Butsu, acknowledging the good karmic circumstances that have blossomed into the true and real 
life of nembutsu.”

(from “Shin Buddhism, Bits of Rubble Turn into Gold” by Taitetsu Unno, Doubleday, 2002)


